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NORTHERN WATERS PARTNERS

The seven groups that have joined together as Northern Waters Partners all have a single over-riding interest: clean water.  Our groups are active in Grand Isle, Franklin and Orleans Counties, and together we have over 1,000 members.  We work together on implementation projects, studies and educational activities.  We share information, resources and expertise.  

In order to hasten water quality improvements in Northern Lake Champlain and throughout the state of Vermont, we make the following recommendations:
*   Support the Work Plan for cleaning up Lake Champlain.  This Plan was jointly created by the Agency of Natural Resources and the Agency of Agriculture with public input.  This is a plan that will improve water quality throughout Vermont.
*   Provide additional implementation funding to the Farmers Watershed Alliance (FWA).  These funds will be used to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) on farms that have completed an FWA water quality assessment plan.  This organization is successful in making the connections between ag issues and water quality issues that are impossible for other organizations and agencies to make.  FWA is successful in many ways:   talking directly with farmers about water quality, guiding farm improvements that improve water quality, and educating Vermonters about the close relationships between agriculture, water quality, our economy and our culture.  We recommend that FWA receive $225,000 in FY 2009, an increase of $80,000.
*  Provide the resources for additional ag engineering services, so as to rapidly reduce the backlog of funded NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) contracts that are on hold due to lack of qualified engineers.  These funded and unfulfilled projects impede immediate improvements in water quality and create poor relations between farmers and government agencies.  These resources should include funding for additional hires or for contracted services, as well as mechanisms that will simplify the design process.

*  Enforce the Accepted Agricultural Practices (AAPs).  The current regulations have been in effect since April 2006 as a primary means of addressing water quality concerns related to agriculture, and these Practices are required by law to be in use on all dairy and non-dairy farms.  To improve water quality it is time that these rules are followed and their use should be enforced.  Provide the necessary technical, educational, financial and regulatory supports for the full implementation of these Practices on all farms.

*  Provide additional state support and funding for weed control and weed harvesting in Lake Champlain and other lakes.  While this does not address the sources of the water pollution that contribute to the weeds, it does address citizen concerns about immediate improvement in water accessibility and water quality.
*  Remove the Carry Bay and Missisquoi Bay Causeways, in  order to restore the natural water flows in Northern Lake Champlain.  Efforts to promote this would include moving as quickly as possible with permitting for removal of CB Causeway, securing the promised federal funding for removal of MB Causeway, and augmenting efforts to increase and expand the population of the state-threatened Spiny Softshell turtles.
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