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2020 STAFF
Shelby Girard, Development Director
Caroline Gordan, Legislative Director
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Coco Moseley, Operations Director (until Jun)
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Graham Unangst-Rufranacht, Policy Director 
Mollie Wills, Grassroots Organizing Director
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 2020 shook the world, and more plainly exposed all

the systemic injustices that our dominant food

systems are built upon. Rural Vermont's work

toward an equitable and inclusive food web that

generates social, economic, and ecologic health feels

more urgent and relevant than ever.

To that end, over the last year, we have continued

our very locally grounded grassroots organizing,

education, and policy advocacy. We have grown

solidarity and collective trust, understanding, and

power in local, regional, national, and global

coalitions, alliances, networks, and movements. We

have affirmed our commitment to our core values, to

recognizing and addressing structural inequities,

and to centering the voices of our constituency and

those most impacted and vulnerable. In short, we

have been collaboratively contributing to growing

our agriCULTURE.

We have also been refining our shared leadership

structure, initiating the work to build a long-term

Strategic Plan, and deeply engaging in anti-racism

work. And we welcomed a new Operations Director!

We couldn't do this work without our dear members

and supporters. You are the fuel and force behind

this mighty little organization, and we thank you. 

W H E R E  W E  A R E  N O W

R U R A L  V E R M O N T  2 0 2 0  I M P A C T  R E P O R T

RURAL VERMONT PROMOTES THE
RESURGENCE OF COMMUNITY-SCALE
AGRICULTURE THROUGH EDUCATION,

ADVOCACY, AND ORGANIZING IN SUPPORT
OF VERMONTERS LIVING IN DEEP

CONNECTION TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO
THE LAND THAT NOURISHES US ALL.

ruralvermont.org



"Rura l  VT g ives  a  co l lect ive ,  cohes ive ,  and
strong vo ice  to  a  smal l  populat ion  of  busy
hardwork ing farm fo lks  so  that  our  needs

can be  heard  in  the  government ."  
-Mara  Hearst ,  Levy  Lamb,  E .  Dorset

Surveyed ,  ampl i f i ed ,  and  engaged
farmers / fa rmworkers  in  so i l  hea l th
po l i cy  (and  o f fe red  s t ipends  too )
Cont inued  work  to  advance  the
Universa l  Recyc l ing  Law and suppor t
the  management  o f  food  sc raps  as  a
pou l t ry  fo rage  and  compost  component
Deve loped  a  par tnersh ip  wi th  the
Center  fo r  Ag &  Food Systems a t  VT
Law Schoo l  to  ana lyze  the  progress  o f
the  Payment  fo r  Ecosystem Serv ices  &
So i l  Hea l th  Work ing  Group
Col laborat ive ly  launched a  s ta tewide
So i l  Hea l th  Po l i cy  Network  l i s tserv  to
bu i ld  connect ions  and  research /des ign
po l i cy  among so i l  hea l th  s takeho lders

S O I L  H E A L T H

P O L I C Y  A N D  A D V O C A C Y  H I G H L I G H T S

Successfu l l y  advocated  fo r  $5M in  COVID-19 re l ie f  fo r
agr i cu l tu ra l  and  work ing  lands  bus inesses
Successfu l l y  advocated  fo r  fa rmers '  markets  to  be
cons idered  essent ia l  bus inesses  so  they  cou ld  open
Ampl i f i ed  Migrant  Jus t i ce 's  ca l l  fo r  the  c reat ion  o f  a  $5M
Vermont  Immigrant  Fami l ies  COVID Re l ie f  Fund

C O V I D  R E L I E F  F O R  F A R M E R S  
A N D  F A R M  W O R K E R S

p ic tured :  Rura l  Vermont  Leg is la t ive  D i rec tor  Caro l ine  Gordon
(bot tom le f t )  p resent ing  to  the  Senate  Agr icu l tu re  Commit tee

J U S T  A N D  E Q U I T A B L E
C A N N A B I S  R E G U L A T I O N

Forged  a  coa l i t ion  wi th  NOFA-VT,  the
Vermont  Growers ’  Assoc ia t ion ,  Jus t i ce  For
A l l ,  and  Trace  VT to  advocate  fo r  an  end  to

the  c r im ina l i za t ion  o f  cannab is  and  a  jus t
t rans i t ion  to  a  tax  and  regu la te  sys tem which

is  agr i cu l tu ra l l y ,  economica l l y ,  and  rac ia l l y
equ i tab le ,  access ib le ,  and  reparat ive .

" I  love  the  RV team!  I  apprec iate  RV pushing the  conversat ion/ leg is lat ion  towards  more
radica l  so lut ions .  I  apprec iate  how RV embodies  a  more  whol is t ic  approach to  community

deve lopment  and the  leg is lat ive  approach ."  - Jean Hami l ton ,  P la inf ie ld

G M 0  L A B E L I N G
Became a  p la in t i f f  in  a  federa l  l awsu i t

f i l ed  by  the  Center  fo r  Food  Safe ty
aga inst  the  USDA for  imp lement ing  a

federa l  l aw preempt ing  the  2016
Vermont  GMO labe l ing  law

S M A L L  F A R M  A C T I O N  D A Y  
Farmer  ac t iv i s ts  par t i c ipated  in  an

advocacy  t ra in ing  (wi th  RV legend Andrea
Stander ! )  p r io r  to  meet ing  wi th  the i r

leg is la to rs  a t  the  Sta te  House .  
 

photo  c red i t :  Grace  Oede l



Fur thered  our  commitment  to ,  and
engagement  wi th ,  loca l ,  na t iona l ,  and
in ternat iona l  networks ,  coa l i t ions ,  and
movements :  Farm to  P la te ,  VT  Young
Farmers  Coa l i t ion ,  Nat iona l  Fami ly  Farm
Coa l i t ion (p ic tured  above) ,  La  V ia
Campes ina ,  and  US Food Sovere ignty
Al l i ance
Forged  in te rsect iona l  a l l i ances  wi th  d iverse
groups  work ing  to  inc rease  the  a f fo rdab i l i ty
o f ,  and  access  to ,  hea l thcare
Invested  in  and  engaged youth  by  becoming
a  communi ty  par tner  o f  Regenerat ion
Corps ,  wh ich  o f fe rs  h igh  schoo l  s tudents
academic  c red i t ,  on- fa rm exper iences ,  and
educat ion  about  the  in te rsect ions  o f
regenerat ive  agr i cu l tu re ,  c l imate  change ,
and  rac ia l  jus t i ce
Co l laborated  wi th  loca l  B IPOC led
agr icu l tu ra l  and  non-agr icu l tu ra l
o rgan izat ions ;  and  pr io r i t i zed  bu i ld ing  t rus t
and  mean ingfu l  re la t ionsh ips

C O L L A B O R A T I O N S  A N D  P A R T N E R S H I P S

F A R M E R  S T O R I E S  I N  H E A L T H  C A R E :  A N  A U D I O  T E S T I M O N I A L
P R O J E C T  F O R  T H E  W O R K I N G  L A N D S  C O M M U N I T Y

 
In  ear ly  2020,  Rura l  Vermont  launched a  tes t imon ia l  p ro jec t  to

capture  the  s to r ies  o f  fa rmers  who have  s t rugg led  wi th  access ing
af fo rdab le  hea l thcare .  Seven  fa rmers  shared  the i r  exper iences ,  wh ich

i l luminate  how deep ly  hea l thcare  (o r  l ack  thereof )  impacts  the
farming  communi ty ,  and  why we be l ieve  un iversa l  hea l thcare  i s  so

impor tant .  L i s ten  to  these  power fu l  s to r ies  on  our  webs i te .
 

" . . .people  have  to  choose  the i r  bodies  over  the i r  own l ive l ihoods ."  
-  Hi lary  Mart in

 

O N - F A R M  S L A U G H T E R  A N D
B U T C H E R I N G  W O R K S H O P S

 w i th  i t inerant  s laughterer  Mary  Lake
and loca l  fa rmers  and  butchers

"[Rura l  Vermont]  f i l l s  a  very  spec i f i c  n iche  in  po l icy  innovat ion  that 's  p lace-based,  yet
prov ides  f rameworks  for  other  s tates  around the  country .  I  love  and va lue  that  [Rura l

Vermont]  has  a  grassroots  presence  because  that 's  how we're  ab le  to  much more  d i rect ly
and more  deeply  impact  change."  -Mindy B lank ,  Barre

" . . .RV operates  with  the  most  humi l i ty  and
least  r ig id i ty  of  any  org  I  know.  RV l i s tens
act ive ly .  RV th inks  outs ide  of  cap i ta l i sm.
RV is  unafra id  to  tack le  scary  stuf f .  RV
upl i f ts  ar t .  RV works  in  coa l i t ions  and

partnersh ips ."  
- Jeannie  Bart let t ,  RV Board Vice  Chai r

C O M M U N I T Y  &  G R A S S R O O T S  O R G A N I Z I N G  H I G H L I G H T S

F A R M E R S '  M A R K E T S  M I N I  G R A N T S
Estab l i shed  a  Farmers ’  Market  Re l ie f
Fund and  d is t r ibuted  $14 ,240 to  32
markets  ac ross  Vermont  to  suppor t

imp lementat ion  o f  new COVID protoco ls

“We are  thr i l led ,  thank you .  Th is
amount  of  money to  a  smal l  organizat ion

l ike  ours  makes  a l l  o f  the  d i f ference .”  
-C indy Walcott ,  Champla in  Is lands

Farmers  Market



Like all member-based organizations, Rural Vermont’s
influence and capacity to carry out our work correlates directly

to the strength of our membership. We are humbled and happy
to report that membership dues and donations made up 49%

of our 2020 income. 
 

If Rural Vermont's values and priorities resonate with you,
please consider making a donation or becoming a member.

Membership dues are $35/year. We also welcome "Working
Members" who opt to give their time instead of cash.

 
Make your donation today at ruralvermont.org/donate!

 

J O I N  U S !

2 0 2 0  F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

Total: $271,759.41
2 0 2 0  I N C O M E 2 0 2 0  E X P E N S E S

Total: $254,250.44

I N - K I N D  I N C O M E
Total: $27,446.75 

Start ing Ba lance  2020:  $142,655.98
Ending Ba lance  2020:  $190,316.02

In  add i t ion  to  the  income
repor ted  above ,  Rura l  Vermont
rece ived  a  PPP loan  o f  $28 ,869
that  was  fo rg iven  in  December .
These  numbers  a re  not  aud i ted .
Form 990s  ava i lab le  upon
request .  

F I S C A L  N O T E S :  

Rural Vermont member Maria
Schumann at May Day Rally


