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0
The number of ‘marketable’ trees in the Champlain Valley by 1840. 



Source: JAN ALBERS, HANDS ON THE LAND: A HISTORY OF THE VERMONT LANDSCAPE 84 (2000). 
Source: History, CITY OF BURLINGTON, VT., https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/History [https://perma.cc/K887-HPXV] (last visited Apr. 1, 2016). 
Source: CHARLES W. JOHNSON, THE NATURE OF VERMONT 60 (1998). 
From: Mike Winslow, A Natural and Human History of Lake Champlain. VJEL Vol. 17 p. 492

• Clearing trees for lumber and potash transformed Vermont.

• 1791: Vermont exported 2 million pounds of Potash to Great Britain.

• 1823 the Champlain Canal was constructed.

• Burlington was the 3rd largest lumber port in the U.S. by the mid-1800s.

• By the late 19th Century, Vermont was 70% Cleared and 30% forested.



Source: https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-VisionChoice-FutureStateFramework-1968.pdf
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Source: JAN ALBERS, HANDS ON THE LAND: A HISTORY OF THE VERMONT LANDSCAPE 156 (2000). 
From: Mike Winslow, A Natural and Human History of Lake Champlain. VJEL Vol. 17 p. 492

70% to 16%
Change from Late 1800’s open land to Agricultural land in the Champlain 

Valley by 2012.



From: State Curator's Office, BGS. Retrieved from: https://curator.vermont.gov/sites/curator/files/styles/slideshow_image_only/public/images/image_only_slides/historic-state-house-
780x450.jpg?itok=lXOLbhmj

The Vermont Statehouse
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*Other perennial vegetation includes grasslands, shrub/scrublands, and turf

Natural & Working Lands (NWL)
cover 94% of Vermont

Data source: 2016 National Land Cover Database; Images courtesy FPR



Ag Land Management

Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


Act 250 reports through the years
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Act 250 reports through the years
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Is a farmer
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Act 250 reports through the years
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Was a farmer

Source: https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-GovCommission-FutureGuidelines-Growth.pdf 
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Act 250 reports through the years

1968 1988 2019 2023

Ag mentions / word:
0.42%

Ag mentions / word:
0.36%
-14.3%

Ag mentions / word:
0.24%
-42.9%

Ag mentions / word:
0.10%
-76.2%

1968 1988 2019 2023
agriculture* 17 34 32 6
farm* 34 22 36 5
dairy* 3 21 0 0
food* 0 6 1 0
word count 12,805         21,620         28,256         11,471         

ag related words 54 77 68 11
word count 12,805         21,620         28,256         11,471         
ag / word 0.42% 0.36% 0.24% 0.10%
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Ag Trends

1968 1988 2023

1968 VT Land in Farms: 
43% 

2017 VT Land in Farms: 
12%
-72% 

2024 VT Land in Farms: 
?% 

1988 VT Land in Farms: 
24%
-44% 

-47% Dairy Farms 
-20% Milk Price



Development Trends

Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


Ag Perspective

Source: https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-GovCommission-FutureGuidelines-Growth.pdf 
Source: https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/DHCD-Planning-VisionChoice-FutureStateFramework-1968.pdf  
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National and Vermont Climate Impacts

Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


National and Vermont Climate Impacts

Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Common-Food-System-Challenges.pdf 

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Common-Food-System-Challenges.pdf


Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Executive-Summary.pdf 
Source: https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE_Executive-Summary.pdf
https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


National and Vermont Climate Impacts

Source: Ellen Kahler, VSJF Presentation to House Agriculture: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/WorkGroups/House%20Agriculture/Food%20Security/W~Ellen%20Kahler~New%20England%20Feeding%20New%20England-
%20Cultivating%20a%20Reliable%20Food%20Supply~1-26-2021.pdf

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/WorkGroups/House%20Agriculture/Food%20Security/W%7EEllen%20Kahler%7ENew%20England%20Feeding%20New%20England-%20Cultivating%20a%20Reliable%20Food%20Supply%7E1-26-2021.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/WorkGroups/House%20Agriculture/Food%20Security/W%7EEllen%20Kahler%7ENew%20England%20Feeding%20New%20England-%20Cultivating%20a%20Reliable%20Food%20Supply%7E1-26-2021.pdf


Tax: Property Valuation and Review 2024 Annual Report

Source: https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2024.pdf ONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2024.pdf
https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


Current use enrollment

Source: https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2024.pdf ONT-State-Brief.pdf 

https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/RP-1295-2024.pdf
https://nefoodsystemplanners.org/wp-content/uploads/NEFNE-VERMONT-State-Brief.pdf


Most recent land cover dataset

Source: https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/ 
Source: https://geodata.vermont.gov/pages/land-cover  

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
https://geodata.vermont.gov/pages/land-cover


Web Soil Survey

Source: https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx


4.5% of Vermont is a prime farmland soil 

Prime Soil Classifications
Category Acres %
State Area 6,150,337 100%
State Water (Lakes & Ponds) 249,585 4%
State Land 5,900,752 96%

Prime 277,959 4.71%
Prime (b) 72,356 1.23%
Prime (f) 27,476 0.47%
Statewide 694,513 11.77%
Statewide (a) 25,530 0.43%
Statewide (b) 234,263 3.97%
Statewide (c) 4,791 0.08%
Local 6,485 0.11%
Local (b) 867 0.01%
Not rated 9,324 0.16%
NPSL 4,547,188 77.06%

Mapped Prime, Statewide or 
Locally Important: Subtotal 1,344,240 22.78%

Source: https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx


2019 Critical Resource Area Concept



2019 Critical Resource Area
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